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a laquelle il faut baiser les pieds et lier quelquefois les
mains.'1

"When I,' wrote Lord Minto to Lord Grrenville,
c seemed struck with the extensive scheme of aggrandise-
ment which he. Baron Thugut, had opened to me, and
amongst other things observed the consequences it would
naturally produce in Prussia, by furnishing to that court
a motive for falling on the smaller states of Grermany in
order to keep pace with the growth of Austria; or by
inducing it even to attempt checking the progress of
Austria by active alliance with the French Republic;
he seemed first disposed to defy Prussia and to rely on
the superior power of the Emperor for restraining that
rival; but when I represented the doubt which must ex-
ist concerning the part which Eussia would take in a
contest between Austria and Prussia on such grounds,
he seemed disposed to compromise the matter with
Prussia, and to admit of her taking something also,
provided, however, it were not too much?

The designs of Austria on Italy produced a peculiar
irritation against the Italian Jacobins, and perhaps in-
fluenced Baron Thugut's conduct in the crisis related
in the following despatch. An advance having been
made, after the capitulations of Capua and Gaeta, into
the Eoman territory by the troops of the King of
Naples, with English forces under Commodore Trow-
bridge, these troops had proceeded to within a short
distance of Eome, when the garrison of St. Angelo

1 Voltaire.